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-All Smiles!

Remember to send your fishing 

pictures to the editor!

http://www.tri-valleyflyfishers.org

April has been a busy month for the club. Beside the auction, 
we are doing a beginners fly-fishing class. Dan Vargas our Web 
Master has developed a great way to send formatted emails to 
all members, Jim Broadbent did another of his monthly tying 
and BS sessions and we had fish-outs at Big Break in the Delta 
and Pyramid Lake in NV.

AUCTION: As you’ve probably heard, the auction was a big 
success due to Ron Dueltgen and his band of merry men and 
women who pitched in to make it happen. I should also mention 
all those that came and took advantage of the great bargains to 
be had. 

We raised over $6K. The auction accounts for the biggest part 
of our revenues which allow us to provide all the club activities, 
speakers, refreshments, support of conservation groups and 
other fly-fishing non-profits and etc.

Now that the 2015 Auction is over, it’s time to start working on 
next year’s Auction. We need people for the back office (check-
out), publicity, email solicitation, fly-fishing show solicitation, 
receiving and cataloging donations, setting up, etc. Give me a 
call and let me know where you’d like to help out. It’s your club 
too and we could use a hand for next year.



Presidents  message, continued from page 1

NEW EMAIL SYSTEM: Kudos to Dan Vargas. He’s developed 
an easy way for any of us to send an email to all members. It is 
far superior to what we have had. It will allow the emails to be 
formatted with paragraphs, different color and size text, 
embedded pictures and attachments; essentially everything 
your current email program will do. There are 2 ways of sending 
an all-member email: 
From the email account you have on the member roster, email 
as you normally do to allmembers@tri-valleyflyfishers.org -
that’s it 
Got to the email tab on the Members Link of the Web Site and 
follow the instructions.
I must emphasize, the email must be sent from the email box 
listed for you on the TVFF roster. For those of us with more 
than one email account you can verify which account to use by 
going to the roster found on the Roster Tab on the Members 
Link.

BEGINNERS CLASS: The class is under way and we have 5 
students. I substituted for Darrell teaching the first class about 
equipment and had a fun time. The students had some good 
question and I was amazed I could answer most of them. To 

2014 TVFF Speakers 

Program

"At A Glance"

________________

May 14th:

Note Date Change  
Greg Vinci

“Fly Fishing the 
395 Corridor”
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those attending – Welcome to the club and the sport and 
remember it’s suppose to be fun.

FLY TYING AND GENERAL BS: Jim Broadbent hosts a fly-
tying class and general BS session the first Monday of each 
month, 7PM at Christenson Middle School in Livermore. The 
get-together is pretty laid back and not everyone ties. It’s a 
great way to see what tying is all about, learn some new 
techniques or just come, hangout and kibitz. 

I’ll leave you with this final thought:

The Drought – these days it seems to be on everybody’s mind 
except for one friend of mine. Over a drink the other evening he 
said he’s doing his part by not drinking tap water or for that 
matter any water bottled in CA, instead he imports all his 
drinking water from Oregon -- in the form of Oregon Beer. As a 
result the drought doesn’t bother him – or anything else for that 
matter. J

-m

June 4th:  
Lance Grey & Company

"Northern California 
Still Water“

July
No Meeting

August  6
“Pizza Night”

Location to be 
determined



2014 TVFF Board of Directors

Officers

President Martin Plotkin

Vice President Roger Perry

Secretary John Price

Treasurer Tom Fessenden

Past President Daniel Kitts

Directors

Auction Ron Dueltgen

Auction BU & 

MAL
tba

Conservation Doug Witmore

Education Steve Johnson

Outings Hal Wilson

Fly Tying Jim Broadbent

Membership Jo Dee Widmayer

News Letter Tom Vargas

Raffle Gary Phillips

Refreshments Keith Thomas
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2015 Dues

TVFF Club dues are payable now  and 

are $40.00. See Jo Dee Widmayer

The club’s mailing address is:

TVFF
PO Box 2358
Livermore, CA 94551

Speakers Marty Loomis

Trout in Cls Rm Darrell Bridgman

TIC BU & MAL tba

Video Library Richard Tarbell

Web Master Dan Vargas



OUTINGS AND EVENTS

Hal Wilson

JUNE   23-27 PROSSER RES / LAKE DAVIS HAL WILSON

JULY    11-18 LA PAZ, BAJA SUR JIM BROADBENT
All 8 places taken at this time.  Will take standbys.

JULY    17-19 FULLER LAKE HAL WILSON

AUGUST 9-16                                     MONTANA  RIVERS MARTY LOOMIS
All places taken in this time period.  Will take standbys.

AUGUST 16-23 MONTANA  RIVERS MARTY LOOMIS

DATES LOCATION FISHMEISTER
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AUGUST 16-23 MONTANA  RIVERS MARTY LOOMIS
All places taken in this time period. Will take standbys.

SEPTEMBER 25-27  NO. FORK STAN / LAKE ALPINE TOM VARGAS
RUSS GEORGE
DERRELL BRIDGMAN    

SEPTEMBER    TBD CAPLES LAKE                                             TOM FESSENDEN

DECEMBER 5 DISCOVERY BAY/DELTA STRIPERS TOM VARGAS



Hwy 395 courses through some of the most diverse and spectacular scenery in the 
west. As you travel north from Mohave, the Sierra appear to the West and present a 
dramatic tableau for the next four hundred miles. It not only provides great scenery but 
absolutely great fishing as well. 

In his presentation “Hwy 395 – California’s Trout Highway”, Greg Vinci takes us on a 
tour of Hwy 395’s best trout waters, beginning at the Owens River Gorge (just north of 
Bishop) with stops along the way, including Hot Creek, the San

Program
Marty Loomis

May Speaker

Featured Speaker – Greg Vinci

"Fly Fishing the

395 Corridor"
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Bishop) with stops along the way, including Hot Creek, the San
Joaquin, the Upper Owens, Rush Creek, the East Walker and the West Walker, 
ending at the Carson River drainage just south of Lake Tahoe. 

Greg’s presentation includes gorgeous photos of streams, rivers, spring
creeks and stillwaters, along with fish, fishing strategies, tactics and rigging, flies to 
use and, of course, lovely locations, many of which have appeared in and on the 
covers of national magazines.

The Livermore Pleasanton Rod & Gun Club is having a five day event and needs 
people interested in helping score or load.  You can see additional details in the 
message below from Bradie at the LPRG Club.  If you are able to help please 
respond back to her at: Bradie@LPRG.ORG

Let he know what day or days you would be able to help.
This is a great opportunity for us to help the LPRG Club for all their generosity in 
allowing us to use their club.
Regards,
Daniel Kitts
510-816-2846

LP Rod and Gun Club call to action



Prosser/Davis Lake Outing

Hal Wilson

I didn’t get nearly as much fishing as I wanted last year, so in an effort to be sure that doesn’t happen 

again , I have done some  far-in-advance research. In addition, although Lake Davis during damselfly 

emergence is a “must do”, I have often wanted to expand my  fishing horizons, so that hope has also been 

part of my pondering these last few weeks.

In reading through Bill Sunderland’s book, Fly Fishing California Stillwaters I find other stillwaters in the 

Truckee area which would be on the way to Davis.   Three stand out as potential waypoints worth trying –

Milton Reservoir, Jackson Meadows Reservoir and Prosser. Boca and Stampede Reservoirs are often 

associated in one’s mind with Prosser, but in checking this all out, I learned that water-skiing is allowed 

on Boca and Stampede, but not on Prosser. In addition, Prosser has reservable campsites  (as does Jackson 

Meadows).

So, the plan as it is now outlined in my mind is to begin the trip on Monday or Tuesday following 

Fathers’ Day, establishing camp at Prosser or Jackson Meadows. After fishing any or all of the above 

three waters, moving on to Lake Davis to set up camp (in  previously reserved sites) Thursday afternoon.  

We go through the town of  Portola a few miles before reaching Davis, so restocking of food and ice is 

easily accomplished. Our last two years at Davis we have camped in Grasshopper Flat campground, with 

campsites near the coin-operated hot shower which would be very welcome our third or fourth day out! 

This break in the trip to relocate makes it doable for those who can only make part of the trip.  

The excellent presentation by Jon Baiocchi at our last club meeting gave us lots of great information

about Lake Davis, so I have been tying flies he recommended for a Lake Davis specific fly box.
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Reservations for Prosser and Davis can be made 6 months prior to the requested dates, so I will be

firming up this plan in order to request in early January the sites and the dates I want.

Jackson Meadows Rsvr

Three miles from Milton

Prosser

Call me if interested or have questions

HalHalHalHal
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Member Outing Reports
Bob McCollum

Great outing at Pyramid this weekend. Tough conditions, but still many fish caught 
including a monster 18 pounder caught by Bart!
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More from Pyramid Lake

10



The Tier’s Bench:
Jim Broadbent-

The next meeting of the Fly Tying group will be Monday, May 3rd at  

Christensen Middle School  located at 5757 Hagan Oaks Ave in Livermore from 

7:00 to 9:00PM.

The purpose of these meetings is to share Ideas and knowledge with 
fellow fly fishers. We mainly tie flies, but also have done knots and 
leaders, stream tactics, equipment reviews and suggestions, light weight 
backpacking, funny hats or whatever.  At the May meeting we will suggest 
and vote on a topic for June.  

Since we were unable to meet in April we will be tying a killer fly.....The 
Humpy, in May.  Material: Dry fly hook #10-14, Deer hair, natural Floss or 
thread in red or yellow, Grizzly Hackle, a Hair stacker.
This fly is a bit more challenging to tie but very rewarding. 

Regards, 
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Jim

Around the Web:

Humpy tying instructions 

can be found here:

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=WwuSmYLL6Vo



2015 AUCTION
Ron Dueltgen

2015 TVFF AUCTION FUN, SUCCESSFUL

A good time was had by all at the annual TVFF fund-raising auction, held 
Thursday, April 9 at the club’s LPRGC meeting room.  More than 50 members and 
guests bid on more than 300 items, ranging from Buddy Trips to Woolly Buggers 
and, at final count, contributed more than $6300 in support of the club’s many 
programs.

A number of members deserve a big “THANKS” for their work in preparing for and 
carrying out the auction.  George DiCossio and Gary Prince provided great 
snacks; Marty Loomis ran the bucket auction ticket sales and John Price ran the 
two raffle boards.  Martin Plotkin, Daniel Kitts, Roger Perry and Marty Loomis 
prepared the tables and set up the auction displays.  Tom Fessenden and his chief 
accountant Cheryl Vargas and their crew did an outstanding job of keeping track 
of winning bids and settling up at the end.  Many thanks to all of these willing 
volunteers for making the auction a success.
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And, speaking of thanks, all members who contributed items, trips, flies, lessons, 
and buddy trips deserve our appreciation for adding to the richness of the 
offerings.  In addition, many commercial vendors, manufacturers, fly tiers and 
guides made very generous donations to the club and need to be thanked in 
person and with our continued business on the waters and in the shops the next 
time you see them.

All winners of Right-to-Buy bids should have made their selections known to the 
auction chair or other members coordinating those purchases by now.  Those 
fabulous items will start arriving in the next month.  And the buddy trips and guided 
fishing will continue through the year, providing the most rewarding purchases of 
the auction.

The Club is in serious need of a chairperson for next year’s auction.  Over the past 
few years we have worked out the protocols, timelines, spreadsheets and 
templates that will make the next chairperson’s job as easy as possible.  If you 
have an interest, or maybe want to work with two or three others as a team on the 
auction, please contact Ron Dueltgen at auction@tri-valleyflyfishers.com or 925-
449-0528 to learn more.  Yes, you do get your own email account to make the job 
easier.



Auction Photos
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Yet Another Successful TVFF-Trout in the Classroom Year
Derrell Bridgman

The Tri-Valley Flyfishers “TIC Coaches Team” has completed another session of our 
“Trout-In-Classroom” program.  Despite a few problem areas that needed to be resolved 
the final analysis was that the program went well.

Our program included a substantial increase in the number of participating classrooms.  

Another Future Steward 

Stocking Trout in a Local 

Reservoir

Conservation
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Our program included a substantial increase in the number of participating classrooms.  
These included 11 new classes in the Oakley School District.  These consist of all the 
middle school science classes in the entire district.  All of the teachers involved there are 
very enthusiastic about the merits of the program and are dedicated to making it a large 
success.  

The field trip for the fish release at Contra Loma Reservoir for the Oakley School District 
included approximately 200 students.  Also in attendance were many parents and family 
members. The release was well organized with several special activities related to the 
program.  It was rewarding to be a part of such a well organized event.



A summary of this years program is pretty impressive.  We had a total of 
40 teachers, certified by CDFW to participate in the program. 37 
classrooms participated this year.  The total of all the students involved in 
the program was  5,325.  They released 741 young fry into Shadow Cliffs 
and Contra Loma Reservoirs.  The addition of these students to our all 
time total adds up to a very impressive 41,472 students.

My participation in the management of the program this year was 
somewhat limited by some unanticipated health issues., but the members 
of our team stepped up and did a great job of keeping things running 
smoothly.    Our coaches team were dedicated to making the program 
successful, and they succeeded.  A special thanks goes to Janet Sears, 
one of our previous teachers who retired from teaching but volunteered to 
help manage the program.  To show our appreciation, TVFF Board of 
Directors agreed to make Janet an honorary member of our club.  Thank 
you Janet!

Yet Another Successful TVFF-TIC Year  (Continued)
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Another special thanks goes to club member Roger Perry.  Roger took 
over the task of managing all eleven classes in the Oakley School District.  
This large task was further complicated by the fact that all but one of the 
teachers in that district were new to the program and required extra “hand-
holding” for their “freshman” year .  Thanks  Roger!  In addition, all of the 
team members were highly motivated and responsible for making the rest 
of the program a success. They deserve the appreciation of our club 
members.

Additionally I would like to express my appreciation to you, our club 
members, for your support for this program.  I am convinced that it is a 
terrific program for the kids that get the opportunity to participate.  The 
bond they make with these little trout will be a part of their life for years to 
come, and this is important for the future of our sport.  Together we are 
making a significant difference.

Tight Lines

Derrell
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Items For Sale

Fishing Vests for Sale:

1.Reduced Orvis Super Wading Tac-L-Pak. Medium size, Tan color  Like new condition. $30.00, ($119.00 new)

2.Patagonia Mesh Vest Medium size, Grey color Good condition. $20.00

Great Prices on Fly lines for Sale:

1. Cortland 444 WF6 F/S 10 foot Sink Tip Type 3, New in Box $20.00 

2. Cortland 444 SL WF7 F/S 20 foot Sink Tip Type 3, New in Box $20.00

3. SA Mastery XPS DT4 Grey color, one end used - $10.00

Lowrance X91 fish finder for $50.00.  
Complete. 
Everything works. Just replacing it with a new unit. 
Anyone interested can call me.

Ken Gotelli:  415-286-1194
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Vacation Home For Rent:

Three-bedroom/2 bath modern home in Twain 
Harte/Crystal Falls area. 

Sleeps up to eight in five beds (1 queen, 1 double 
bed, 1 double loft bed, 2 twins).

Close to winter and summer sports: skiing at Dodge 
Ridge, sledding, hiking; fishing at Pinecrest Lake, 
Beardsley Reservoir, Kennedy Meadows and the 
Stanislaus River. Close to historic Sonora and 
Columbia. Access to homeowners association swim 
lake.

Modern kitchen opens onto large great room with propane pot-bellied stove. Master suite with queen bed and 
large bathroom. Garage with parking for one car. Ample outdoor parking. Elevation: 3400 feet.   NO PETS. 
NO SMOKING.   

Bob McCollum (925) 989-2358

4. Cortland 444 SL WF7 F/S 20 foot Sink Tip Type 6, New in Box $20.00 

5. Redington RS2 Reel for 7/8 lines, with Albright WF7-F Yellow new fly line, excellent cond.-$60.00

6. SA Mastery Distance Taper WF9-F Mint Green, excellent cond. $20.00 

All lines come on plastic spools with boxes as from the factory. Will Install lines on your reel as requested.

Gary Turri (925) 786-5184
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3 friends striving to make the perfect wine

Open for tastings Friday-Sunday, 11:30-4:30 

5700 Greenville Road, Livermore 

www.3steveswinery.com



Directions to 
Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and 
Gun Club: 4000 Dagnino Road, 
Livermore, California.

We meet at the Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and Gun Club (directions below) 
on the first Thursday of every month except July and August at 7:00 PM.

Don’t Throw Away Your Old Fly Lines, Recycle Them

I am a Preschool Special Ed teacher and the floating fly line comes in handy for many 
projects that preschool children make: necklaces, lacing, hanging art, fishing poles.....I 
would be happy to collect it and give it away to other preschool teachers. 

Dave or I attend the meetings pretty regularly; we could have the members bring it to the 
meetings?

Thanks for the consideration.

-Cathy Hiromoto
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Livermore, California.

Exit Highway 580 on North 
Livermore Avenue

Proceed North on North Livermore 
Avenue to May School Road (~2.5 
miles).

Turn right onto May School Road 
and proceed to stop sign at 
intersection with Dagnino Road (~1 
mile).

Entrance to Rod and Gun Club is 
directly across intersection


