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Photo:
Dan Vargas fights a nice Truckee 
River Rainbow Trout.

Remember to send your fishing 

pictures to the editor!

http://www.tri-valleyflyfishers.org

Reflections in the Pond

Though summer seems to be eluding us, I’m sure it 
will arrive soon. The club, as usual, will not have any 
meeting after Thursday, June 4th until Thursday, 
September 3rd. This does not mean we are quitting for 
the summer, just not having meetings. We have a 
bunch of fishing trips planned (2 destination trips out 
of state) and I expect a few  more fish-outs will crop up 
during the planned hot months. Instead of Pizza Night, 
we are doing an August Bar-B-Q at my place. We are 
also planning on displaying at the Pleasanton first 
Wednesday in August. I’ll be sending out a mini news 
letter a couple of times during the summer to let you 
know what’s happening – I’ll also post it on the 
Members Only Section of the Website.

There will be a Board meeting on Tuesday, June 2nd.

As always, all members are invited to attend and put 
their two cents into the discussion. The main topic of 
conversation will involve dues, and spending next 
year. 



Presidents  message, continued from page 1

Since no one has come forward to supervise next 
year’s auction, which is our main fund raising 
endeavor, we are looking at INCREASING dues and 
REDUCING club spending for 2016. If you are 
interested in what the club will be capable of doing 
next year give me a call and plan on joining us.
We will meet at 1799 Portola Ave, Livermore, at 6:30 
with the meeting starting at 7PM.

Summer fishing will be a little different this year with 
the low water. I’m planning on more Bass and less 
Trout and maybe a foray or 2 to the coast for Salt 
Water species. I’m encouraging all of you to share 
your fishing experiences with us via the “Email 
Members” capability of the web site or the Face Book 
page so we know what to avoid and what to consider.

I’ll leave you with this final thought: If your significant 
other wants to do something romantic on your 
anniversary and you take them night fishing, you just 

2014 TVFF Speakers 

Program

"At A Glance"

________________

June 4th:  
Lance Grey & Company

"Northern California 
Still Water“
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anniversary and you take them night fishing, you just 
might be a fishing bum and if they think you finally hit a 
home run with that idea, they might be a fishing bum 
too.

-m

.

Still Water“

July
No Meeting

August 5th

First Wednesday

Downtown Pleasanton

August  6
Club BBQ AKA     

“Pizza Night”

Martin’s Home



2014 TVFF Board of Directors

Officers

President Martin Plotkin

Vice President Roger Perry

Secretary John Price

Treasurer Tom Fessenden

Past President Daniel Kitts

Directors

Auction Ron Dueltgen

Auction BU & 

MAL
tba

Conservation Doug Witmore

Education Steve Johnson

Outings Hal Wilson

Fly Tying Jim Broadbent

Membership Jo Dee Widmayer

News Letter Tom Vargas

Raffle Gary Phillips

Refreshments Keith Thomas
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2015 Dues

TVFF Club dues are payable now  and 

are $40.00.   See Jo Dee Widmayer

The club’s mailing address is:

TVFF
PO Box 2358
Livermore, CA 94551

Speakers Marty Loomis

Trout in Cls Rm Darrell Bridgman

TIC BU & MAL tba

Video Library Richard Tarbell

Web Master Dan Vargas



OUTINGS AND EVENTS

Hal Wilson

JUNE   23-27 PROSSER RES / LAKE DAVIS HAL WILSON

JULY    11-18 LA PAZ, BAJA SUR JIM BROADBENT
All 8 places taken at this time.  Will take standbys.

JULY    17-19 FULLER LAKE HAL WILSON

AUGUST 9-16                                     MONTANA  RIVERS MARTY LOOMIS
All places taken in this time period.  Will take standbys.

AUGUST 16-23 MONTANA  RIVERS MARTY LOOMIS

DATES LOCATION FISHMEISTER
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AUGUST 16-23 MONTANA  RIVERS MARTY LOOMIS
All places taken in this time period. Will take standbys.

SEPTEMBER 25-27  NO. FORK STAN / LAKE ALPINE TOM VARGAS
RUSS GEORGE
DERRELL BRIDGMAN    

SEPTEMBER    TBD CAPLES LAKE                                             TOM FESSENDEN

NOVEMBER 19-20 TRINITY STEELHEAD GARY PRINCE

DECEMBER 5 DISCOVERY BAY/DELTA STRIPERS TOM VARGAS

November Trinity Outing– Gary Prince

Nov. 19 & 20 Trinity River (Steelhead) Trip.  Most are staying at Red Hill cabins, 
Weaverville.  Each needs to make their own room reservations. Trip is full.  $200 
deposit due for those signed up, at June club meeting.  It can be given to Gary Prince 
(Fishmeister) at the meeting, or if not attending the June meeting, it needs to be mailed 
to Tom Fessenden at:
Tom Fessenden
550 Catanio Ct.
San Ramon, CA
94583



Lance & Kirsten Gray

Lance and Kirsten have more than 50 years combined experience in fly fishing. 

Lance started fly fishing with his father and brother Lincoln at age 7. In his 

teens, he began tying flies commercially for shops all around Northern 

California. At 17, he went to work at Powell's in Chico, working in the fly shop 

Program
Marty Loomis

June Featured Speaker

– Lance Gray

"Northern California
Still Water"
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California. At 17, he went to work at Powell's in Chico, working in the fly shop 

and building rods. He guided for Powell’s, conducted fly-tying and fly-fishing 

schools, and traveled. 

In 1993, Lance and Kirsten started Saltwater Innovations, a company that 

manufactured and distributed products for saltwater fly fishing. Lance’s Crystal 

Popper, Gray’s Billfish Fly, the KO Charlie line and the Raghead Crabs are all 

Saltwater Innovations products. Kirsten worked behind the scenes, handling the 

day-to-day operation running the manufacturing floor of the company. 

In 2003 they launched Lance Gray & Company, a full-service outfitter offering 

guided trips, fly-fishing schools, workshops and a travel agency. Lance 

conducts presentations at fly clubs and outdoor shows and supports local 

groups like Cub Scouts and 4H. He's a signature tier for Solitude Fly Company, 

pro staff member for Sage and Rio and is a featured writer, with articles 

published in Angling Trade Magazine, California Fly Fisher, Fly Fishermen, 

Sierra Fisherman and Northwest Fly Fishing. 

Kirsten is a fantastic photographer who's had images published in periodicals 

and on websites throughout the outdoor industry.



PROSSER AND DAVIS LAKES

Hal Wilson

Just a last reminder that some of us are going to Prosser Creek Reservoir 
on June 23-25 and then up to Lake Davis for the remainder of that week.

It is still possible to join us at either or both of the destinations, if you can 
find a campsite.

Details have been published in the last several monthly  Barbless Hook 
newsletters, 

Call me if you are interested in this stillwater trip.

Hal
(925) 846-8766
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Bug Collecting Reminder
Kent McCammon

Please turn in your collected specimens 
at the June meeting and please pick up 3 
empty insect vials and a form to take with 
you on your next fishing trip.  Participate 
in creating a TVFF Club insect collection 
for our Education Programs.

The Form includes instructions on the 
collection process and has 3 sections for 
you to fill in, cataloging information about 
the location where the specimen was 
collected.
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Fuller Lake – July 17-19

Hal Wilson

Fuller Lake is located at 5300’ elevation on Bowman Lake Road, a few miles off of 
Highway 20 in the Emigrant Gap area off of hiway 80.This PG&E facility has provided 
many hours of enjoyment to TVFF members over the years so we are going back this 
year. As I write this (May 28) the lake is FULL!  Fuller is a Put &Take water with 
fishing pressure from trollers and bait fishers, so although I have caught Brown trout 
up to 14”, average trout will be 12”or less, mostly Rainbows.  Still lots of fun on a light 
weight rod !

I choose a 4 wt rod with Floating or Intermediate line with “usual suspects” for Sierra 
lake fishing, i.e., Hare’s Ear and Pheasant Tail nymphs, Wooly Buggers, Zug Bugs, 
etc.  On a recent trip,  Kelley Ng and I were within a fish or two of each other - he 
was using olive colored Jay Fair Wiggle Tail nymph and my choice was rust colored.

Back cast area from shore is almost non-existent, and although the lake full now, by 

July relatively low water level may not allow launching boats from the launch ramp, 
so float tube or pontoon are your best options this year. 
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so float tube or pontoon are your best options this year. 

There is no camping at Fuller, so we will camp at White Cloud NFS campground, on 
Hiway 20, about 25 minutes drive from the lake.  There are 45 campsites at White 
cloud, and the usage is described as “light” so we should be able to find campsites 
there. I will reserve one for my partner and me and let others know where to look for 
sites to camp nearby.

I’ll have a signup sheet at the June meeting, so sign up then or call me if you are 
interested  in this trip.

Hal    (925) 846Hal    (925) 846Hal    (925) 846Hal    (925) 846----8766876687668766



Member Outing Reports

Ken Tetzel

My wife and I had some decent trout fishing last Saturday, May 23rd on the Calaveras 
River. We caught about 20 fish combined, with a few to 13". Not bad for 4 hours in the 
evening!

I fished the lower Yuba River for shad last Sunday. Zip, nada, zero! Managed to foul 
hook 2 large suckers and landed a Buck Knife, still inside the sheath. Weird. Low 
water but me and Alex will try again this weekend. 

I'm fishing tomorrow evening at Shadow Cliffs for bass. Will let you know how I do and 
maybe some pic’s in the future.

Tom Vargas

Dan and I fished the Little Truckee River and the Truckee in the Glenshire Bridge area 
on Saturday, May 9th.  We went on a guided walk-in trip with guide Peter Santley out of 
Tahoe Fly Fishing Outfitters on a trip we purchased at the Tracy club’s crab feed.
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Water conditions were like summertime and we were able to have a successful day of 
fishing with mostly small size18 nymphs and some dry activity in the afternoon.



Member Outing Reports  Continued

The “Stan” and 

Beaver Creek
Tom Vargas

I had the opportunity to 
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I had the opportunity to 
fish the Highway 4 
corridor the weekend of 
May  2nd on the 
Stanislaus and Upper 
Beaver Creek.  The Stan 
fished well and I released 
six in the 12-14 inch 
range. 

I caught several native 
rainbow trout as pictured 
on Beaver Creek and 
encountered a very large 
black bear in the road 
upon getting back in my 
car.  He went about 25 
yards up the hill and 
turned to stare back at 
me.  That made the trip!



The Tier’s Bench:
Jim Broadbent-
The next meeting of the Fly Tying group will be Monday, June 8th.  We meet on 

the 1st Monday of  the month at  Christensen Middle School  located at 5757 

Hagan Oaks Ave in Livermore from 7:00 to 9:00PM. Chris Calabrese will be 

showing us how to tie a Crawdad pattern.

Bob McCollum found this great video on how to tie a Blood Knot, which every 

fly fisherman should know:

In this video, Tim Flagler of Tightline
Productions walks us through the 
process of tying the blood know. As 
usual, his instructions are clear, and the 
quality of the video is unsurpassed. If you 
have to watch this a couple times of stop 
and start as you follow along, please do 
so. The blood knot is something that 
every angler should master.

http://www.orvis.com/flyfishingvideos/how
-to/how-to-tie-the-blood-knot/
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Around the Web:

Mercer’s Missing Link. Although 
originally intended to represent a crippled 
caddisfly, Mercer’s Missing Link does a 
remarkable job of imitating a variety of insects.

Tying instructions can be found 

here:

every angler should master.

http://midcurrent.com/videos/how-to-tie-mercers-missing-
link/?utm_source=MidCurrent+Fly+Fishing+Email+Newsl
etter&utm_campaign=29ba314ec7-
MidCurrent_May_27_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_te
rm=0_8efbf3b958-29ba314ec7-18970505



Conservation
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Conservation (Continued)
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Items For Sale

Fishing Vests for Sale:

1.Reduced Orvis Super Wading Tac-L-Pak. Medium size, Tan color  Like new condition. $30.00, ($119.00 new)

2.Patagonia Mesh Vest Medium size, Grey color Good condition. $20.00

Great Prices on Fly lines for Sale:

1. Orvis Wonderline Advantage Striper WF-10-F new in box $35.00

2. SA Mastery GPX WF-7-F like new with box $35.00

3. SA Mastery XPS DT4 Grey color, one end used - $10.00

4. Rio Grand WF-6-F new in box $45.00

5. Rio Grand WF-7-F new in box $45.00

6. SA Mastery Distance Taper WF9-F Mint Green, excellent cond. $20.00 

Lowrance X91 fish finder for $50.00.  
Complete. 
Everything works. Just replacing it with a new unit. 
Anyone interested can call me.

Ken Gotelli:  415-286-1194
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Vacation Home For Rent:

Three-bedroom/2 bath modern home in Twain 
Harte/Crystal Falls area. 

Sleeps up to eight in five beds (1 queen, 1 double 
bed, 1 double loft bed, 2 twins).

Close to winter and summer sports: skiing at Dodge 
Ridge, sledding, hiking; fishing at Pinecrest Lake, 
Beardsley Reservoir, Kennedy Meadows and the 
Stanislaus River. Close to historic Sonora and 
Columbia. Access to homeowners association swim 
lake.

Modern kitchen opens onto large great room with propane pot-bellied stove. Master suite with queen bed and 
large bathroom. Garage with parking for one car. Ample outdoor parking. Elevation: 3400 feet.   NO PETS. 
NO SMOKING.   

Bob McCollum (925) 989-2358

All lines come on plastic spools with boxes as from the factory. Will Install lines on your reel as requested.

Steelhead Outfit....Ready to fish....Perfect for the Trinity Steelhead Outing and in like new condition.

$375.00 (retails for over $600.00)
Includes St.Croix Legend Elite 9' 6" 7 weight Rod.
Okuma SLV Large Arbor 7/8 reel with Rio Salmon & Steelhead WF-7-F Fly line and backing.
Will sell rod separately for $275.00.

Gary Turri (925) 786-5184
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3 friends striving to make the perfect wine

Open for tastings Friday-Sunday, 11:30-4:30 

5700 Greenville Road, Livermore 

www.3steveswinery.com



Directions to 
Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and 
Gun Club: 4000 Dagnino Road, 
Livermore, California.

We meet at the Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and Gun Club (directions below) 
on the first Thursday of every month except July and August at 7:00 PM.

Don’t Throw Away Your Old Fly Lines, Recycle Them

I am a Preschool Special Ed teacher and the floating fly line comes in handy for many 
projects that preschool children make: necklaces, lacing, hanging art, fishing poles.....I 
would be happy to collect it and give it away to other preschool teachers. 

Dave or I attend the meetings pretty regularly; we could have the members bring it to the 
meetings?

Thanks for the consideration.

-Cathy Hiromoto
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Livermore, California.

Exit Highway 580 on North 
Livermore Avenue

Proceed North on North Livermore 
Avenue to May School Road (~2.5 
miles).

Turn right onto May School Road 
and proceed to stop sign at 
intersection with Dagnino Road (~1 
mile).

Entrance to Rod and Gun Club is 
directly across intersection


