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El Presidente, Tom Vargas, with one of 
many fish he caught on the Dorrington
outing in late September.
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President’s Message
Tom Vargas

We just returned from the Club’s overnight outing to the North Fork of the 

Stanislaus, Alpine Lake, and other nearby waters during the weekend of 

September 23-25.  It was a great outing with 17 members in attendance with 

lots of stories, food and good conversation to be had.  This was one of the most 

successful outings in memory with everyone catching fish.  Alpine Lake 

produced some really memorable numbers of fish-to-hand by Steve Ruley, 

Gary Phillips, Nancy Phillips, Robert Nishio, and even yours truly.  Float 

tubing novice Laurel Ng is now sold on the concept of stealth fishing from a 

tube and the merits of the sparrow nymph!

Once again, please begin thinking about how you might serve the club as an 

officer  or committee chair in 2012 as the nomination period opens in October 

and we will have a sign up list at the meeting.  This is your club and we 

depend on the combined efforts of our members to keep things interesting and 

functioning well.

Storms are already flirting with our area and steelhead and salmon are making 

their annual journey from the ocean into our rivers.  We have fall fishing 

outings planned around the arrival of these fish.  Stripers are also making their 

way into the Delta and we will have an outing in either November or early 

December, depending on the timing of the arrival of fish in Discovery Bay.  

We try to arrange it so that a variety of smaller craft can find success in the 

safe waters of the 5MPH speed zone in Discovery Bay.

If you have ideas for outings or programs that you would be interested in 

seeing next year, now is a great time to let us know.

Tight lines,

Tom



2011 Officers, Board Members, 
and Coordinators
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Stillwater Anglers Wanted

Summer is over and I haven’t fished since May.  

RIDICULOUS !

Unfortunately I was unable to make the trips to Davis 

or Manzanita so I really want to get the dust off my 

float tube and catch some trout!

As those who know me know, I am retired, so mid-

week trip is just fine – better than weekends since I 

enjoy camping in National Forest campgrounds and 

there is much less competition for campsites and 

fishable water.

Although I would rather catch and release native 

trout, the DFG has a website that tells approximately 

when they plan to plant various waters of our state, 

and there are always lakes somewhere being stocked 

with catchable fish.

Please call or email me if you have similar 

preferences.

Hal Wilson (925) 846-8766

Perched atop Crane Ridge overlooking the 
beautiful Livermore Valley wine country is 
where you will discover White Crane Winery, 
one of the premier Livermore wineries. 
Guests enjoy a wide variety of small lot -
limited production ultra premium wines. Our 
award winning wines are available through 
our wine club, wine tasting room and special 
events.

Tasting Room Hours: 
Thursday - Monday 12-4:30pm. 
Other times available by appointment.

Bring this ad to the winery and receive a 

10% discount on wine purchases

White Crane Winery 5405 Greenville Road, 
Livermore CA, 94550 Telephone: (925) 455-8085 
www.whitecranewinery.com / 
info@whitecranewinery.com
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TVFF Board Nominations Open in October
It’s that time again…  Time to receive 

nominations for the 2012 TVFF Board of 

Directors.  Nominations will open at the  

October meeting and voting will occur at 

the November meeting.

Anyone interested in serving as an officer, 

board member, or committee chair is 

welcome to throw their hat in the ring at the 

October meeting or by contacting President 

Tom Vargas.: tomvargas@comcast.net. 

The table at right shows all board and 

committee positions.  Some positions  have 

already received  nominations as indicated. 

However, all positions are open for 

nomination. 
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October 2011 Meeting Program
Martin Plotkin and Ken Javorsky

Pre-Meeting Class: Pocket Guide to Fly Fishing For Steelhead

FFF Education Course  by Jay Rowland, Ehor Boyanowsky and Gary LaFontaine

Date: Thursday October 6th,2011.  Time: 6:00-7:00 P.M. (before TVFF October meeting)

Location : TVFF Clubhouse (Livermore Rod & Gun Club).  Instructor: Ken Javorsky 

Fall Steelhead fishing in is approaching fast. Any member interested in attending an introduction course in 

fly-fishing for steelhead is invited to attend on October 6th at 6:00 PM. The topics include equipment, 

rigging, fly patterns, techniques, presentation and strategy for hooking up steelhead on the fly in Northern 

California. Please email Ken Javorsky at kjjavorsky@sbcglobal.net if you are interested. I will provide the 

handout needed for this course. 

Speaker: Our main speaker for September is Jim Roberts who will be discussing fishing opportunities in 

Northern California. This topic will be of particular interest to those going to the Trinity River Steelhead trip 

and any one who whishes to fish the many areas around Redding.  Jim graduated from UCLA in 1991 with a 

BS in Biopsychlogy.  He is a fly fishing guide in the Redding area and partner in the Eagle Creek Fly Shop.  

Member Presentation: As a companion topic Bob McCollum will do a short member presentation on 

steelhead fishing on the Trinity River. 

Vendor Tables: Orvis and CalTrout will occupy the two vendor tables.  

Bodegas Aguirre Winery & Vineyards
Specializing in Estate grown premium red wines, we are proud to present the 
fruit of the work our family started in 1995. We spared no effort or expense for 
our vines to produce low yields of the highest quality grapes that our Valley 
can grow. They were meticulously crafted into complex wines sure to please 
the most discriminating wine aficionados.

Please come and enjoy our signature Petite Syrah, Bordeaux varietals and 
special blends.
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2011 Outing Schedule – Jim Broadbent 

Fall fishing is in full swing. Warm days, crisp nights and hungry fish make fall a great time to hit the water.

If you are not taking advantage of the club outings you are missing important aspects of fly fishing as a 

sport. Visiting places you've not seen before. The comradeship of fellow fly fisherman and a vast library of 

knowledge from fellow members. On all of our outings a person can get advice, get tutored, get better. All 

you have to do is ask.

September 23-25, North Fork of the Stanislaus; Derrell Bridgman, Russ George and Tom Vargas

October 14-15, Lower Sac River Float; Ken Javorsky

October-December, TBD-Delta Stripers; Rick Mikla and Tom Vargas

November 16-20, Trinity River Fall Steelhead-Bob McCollum

Mark is located in the beautiful town of Sonora, 

California, about 2 hours east of the San Francisco 

Bay Area and two hours south from Sacramento, in 

Tuolumne County. Anyone from beginner to expert 

will benefit from his experience on the local waters 

with walk and wade trips on the Merced, Stanislaus, 

or Tuolumne Rivers. Mark does float trips on the 

lower Merced, Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers from 

an Outcast Pontoon Boat. He also offers 

personalized instruction. Please Mark’s web site for 

more information on the services he offers. 

Andrew Harris: 888-481-1650 / www.confluenceoutfitters.com
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Dorrington Outing
See the President’s Message on Page 1 for a brief report on the Dorrington outing.

A few pictures of the outing are included below.  More are available on the Clubhouse  Page of the TVFF web 

site.
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Lower Sac Float Trip October 14 and 15th – Ken Javorsky

I have tentatively reserved (5) drift boats through the Fly Shop in Redding for a two day float trip on the Sac 

from Redding to Anderson.

The cost for the guide services will be $324.00 per person for the two days. Lodging, tips, food, (except for 

lunch on the river) will be extra.  Please sign up as soon as you can as payment is due to TVFF by June 17th.  

Please contact  Ken Javorsky if you have any questions.  (kjjavorsky@sbcglobal.net)



8

Member Pictures:
Alaska
Bart Hughes

Here’s a picture for you –

arctic char on Sunshine 

Creek inlet to Lake 

Aleknagik in Alaska.  It 

was fun! – Bart.
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Rock Creek– Gary and Nancy Phillips

Gary and Nancy fished Rock Creek this summer and caught some very nice fat rainbows!

Montana and Utah – Tom Fessenden

In September I fished the Jefferson, Gallatin and Yellowstone rivers in Montana and Mirror Lake in Utah.  

The big rainbows were caught in the Gallatin river northwest of Bozeman Montana.  The tiger trout came 

out of Mirror Lake which is about 50 miles east of Park City, Utah. – Tom 
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Conservation Corner – Derrell Bridgman

Conservation Award

The Northern California Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers (NCCFFF) seeks out individuals that have contributed 

outstanding/extraordinary efforts towards the enhancement of the sport of fly-fishing and/or the restoration or protection 

of our fisheries.  When such an individual is identified they try to publicly recognize them with an appropriate award.  

One of those awards is a “Lifetime Achievement Award” (LAA).  

The NCCFFF – LAA is periodically awarded to someone that has contributed significant efforts over an extended period 

of time, which has led to major benefits to our sport in the category of education, conservation, etc.  The council has 

recently identified an individual that meets the criteria, listed above, and will be recognizing him with the presentation of

the LAA.  His name is Felix Smith.  His contributions have been in the category of “conservation”, and have been 

dedicated to the restoration of the health of our fisheries.

As a member of the NCCFFF-LAA committee I reviewed Felix Smith’s qualifications when he was nominated to be 

honored with the award.  What a pleasant and rewarding experience!  I quickly learned that he has been an honorable 

and courageous warrior in the fight to restore and/or preserve the habitat for our fisheries and wildlife.  He has 

developed a thorough and comprehensive knowledge on the related issues, and his battles have been strategically 

focused and relentless for over 50 years.  His life has been dedicated to reversing the constant degradation of our 

fisheries and wildlife habitat.

Felix was a fish and wildlife biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for much of his career (34 years).  He also 

served in numerous technical, coordinator and supervisor positions, where he gained considerable knowledge and 

experience on water use policies and fisheries management issues.  His career also includes more than 20 years as a 

consultant and technical advisor for several non-profit/environmental organizations.  He was considered an expert on 

water use, impacts on fish, wildlife, water quality and other interests protected by the public trust. 

Continued on next page.

DeltaStripers.Com - Jerry Neuberger

E-mail:gneuberger@yahoo.com
Phone: 209-369-5752, Cell: 209-327-5993

DeltaStripers.Com is dedicated to guided 
catch-and-release fly fishing for stripers and  
large mouth bass on the waters of the 
Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta. 

A fishing day starts about sunrise and lasts 
nine to eleven hours with a break for lunch. 
While catching lots of fish is never guaranteed, 
a typical fishing day will yield from six to ten 
stripers per rod  or a dozen or more bass per 
rod. Some days are much more productive 
and yes, some days are a little tougher! 
However at the end of every cast there may 
be that 35 pound striper or a 15 pound 
largemouth just waiting to rip that rod out of 
your hands.

Come spend a day on the delta. I can't 
guarantee you'll catch fish but I'll guarantee 
you'll have a great day on the water!
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Conservation Corner – Continued from previous page.

Felix has researched and written at least 24 technical papers on water management and environmental issues.  His papers 

are very thoroughly researched and point out, in clear precise language, strategic plans for resolving the problems related 

to those issues.  The quality of his papers has gained the respect of many environmental organizations and has helped 

them form strategies for their activities.  He has already been granted various prestigious awards for his contributions.  

Those awards, like the NCCFFF-LAA award, are well deserved.

Felix’s thorough knowledge and strategic logic on water related issues is a great asset in efforts resolving related 

problems, however, those assets are supplemented by his tenacity and stubborn attitude.  He is known for refusing to 

give up (when he knows he is right) in a fight over an issue.

Felix is well known for his discovery of the serious selenium toxic conditions in the Kesterson National Wildlife Refuge 

in 1983.  Even though he was ordered to cover-up and hide this catastrophic disaster he put his job on the line and blew 

the whistle anyway.  He has traditionally been willing to sacrifice anything for “the critters”.

It is evident that Felix is a wise and brave warrior in the ongoing battle to save our fish and establish realistic water-use 

management policies.  It is refreshing to discover that there is still someone out there like Felix who refuses to stand idly

by and watch irresponsible people carelessly destroy our fish and the natural resources of our planet.  He is very 

deserving of the NCCFFF-Lifetime Achievement Award.  

The award is scheduled to be presented in a special ceremony at the NCCFFF Festival of Fly-Fishing (Conclave) in 

Reno/Sparks Nevada on October 8th.  The Festival promises to be a great event.  Plan on attending and help to honor 

Felix.

Tight lines. 

Derrell

Perched atop Crane Ridge overlooking the 
beautiful Livermore Valley wine country is 
where you will discover White Crane Winery, 
one of the premier Livermore wineries. 
Guests enjoy a wide variety of small lot -
limited production ultra premium wines. Our 
award winning wines are available through 
our wine club, wine tasting room and special 
events.

Tasting Room Hours: 
Thursday - Monday 12-4:30pm. 
Other times available by appointment.

Bring this ad to the winery and receive a 

10% discount on wine purchases

White Crane Winery 5405 Greenville Road, 
Livermore CA, 94550 Telephone: (925) 455-8085 
www.whitecranewinery.com / 
info@whitecranewinery.com
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2011 Shadow Cliffs Veteran Fly Fishing Day – Harry Levin

Veterans First Fly Fishing (VFFF) is an organization of volunteers from 

the seven bay area fly fishing clubs to encourage and teach  fly casting and 

tying to veterans at the Livermore and Palo Alto VA hospitals. It recently 

became officially sanctioned by the Northern California Federation of Fly 

Fisher under their Education branch. They held the 2nd Annual Fly Fishing 

day at Shadow Cliffs in the Spring of this year while the water was cool 

enough to support trout planting

East Bay Regional Parks (EBRPD) generously had planted 1,000 lbs. of 

13-16” Rainbow Trout inside a netted off area on Wednesday for special 

needs kids fishing and agreed to Co-Host our veterans allowing them to 

come out and enjoy a day outside with the added aspect of having an good 

chance of catching a nice trout.

There were (3) mini venues arranged so the veteran could:

•   Learn how to tie some flies 

•   Learn casting a fly rod 

•   Fly Fish for that 1,000 lbs of Rainbows, or what remained of them

•   Twenty four veteran attended,  many of them their 1st time ever doing 

any kind of fishing!

The Tri Valley volunteers were Steve Ruley, Hal Wilson, Harry Levin, and 

Derrell Bridgeman

Each of the Veterans were coupled with an experienced “guide” and 6 to 8 

vets were able to fish at one time

This worked out terrifically,  everyone was kept moving and allowed every 

veteran a chance at the ‘Honey Hole’. The fish as always were deep and 

against the nets necessitating a good 25 ft+ cast even when wading out to 

waist deep. Bet you thought, wow that should have been a slaughter with 

hundreds of fish held inside a netted off area. Surprisingly these “dumb 

hatchery trout” stymied some pretty experienced ‘guides’ and their 

veterans. Finally they caught on to the right technique and timing (secret to 

be held for next year) and fish began to be hooked and landed.

Continued on next page.
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Here is the best part; many of the veterans participating had never fished 

before, ever! So that meant that they had never so much as held or knew 

what a fly rod was or that you could catch a fish with a bit of fur & 

feathers fastened to a hook. Then for them to have cast a fly and hook a 

fish, play and land that fish – jubilation, excitement and pure magic are 

but a few adjectives that can describe the expressions observed on both 

the veteran and the volunteer at their side. The pictures tell the whole 

story.

Finally and importantly this event could not have been the success it was 

without the funding of the food and incidentals from Mission Peak Fly 

Anglers, Peninsula Fly Fishers, Golden Gate Angling & Casting Club, 

Tracy Fly Fishers, Diablo Valley Fly Fishers  & Tri Valley Fly Fishers if 

you were counting that is (7) of the best fly fishing clubs in the world! 

Special thanks go to the generosity of EBRPD for partnering with VFFF 

for the event and donating the fish and manpower to set up the netted off 

area.  I think everyone of the volunteers and veterans went home very 

energized!

2011 Shadow Cliffs Veteran Fly Fishing Day – Continued from previous page.

Jimmy Morales: (559) 683-7664 / www.sierraflyfisher.com/ 
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Items For Sale

Vacation Home For Rent:

Three-bedroom/2 bath modern home in Twain 
Harte/Crystal Falls area. 

Sleeps up to eight in five beds (1 queen, 1 double 
bed, 1 double loft bed, 2 twins).

Close to winter and summer sports: skiing at 
Dodge Ridge, sledding, hiking; fishing at Pinecrest 
Lake, Beardsley Reservoir, Kennedy Meadows 
and the Stanislaus River. Close to historic Sonora 
and Columbia. Access to homeowners association 
swim lake.

14' Achilles Boat 
14' Achilles boat with 10 HP Mercury outboard motor and Minnkota 36 lb. thrust electric trolling 
motor mounted on front. Includes a Orlando trailer with drop down wheel to move by hand. Two 
seats, oars , gas tank; and two PFD also included.  All in good shape.  Stored inside all the time.  
Call George Allen and make an offer.

Modern kitchen opens onto large great room with propane pot-bellied stove. Master suite with queen 
bed and large bathroom. Garage with parking for one car. Ample outdoor parking. Elevation: 3400 
feet.   NO PETS. NO SMOKING.   Contact: Bob McCollum 925-989-2358

Fishing Vests for Sale:

1. Orvis Super Wading Tac-L-Pak. Medium size, Tan color  Like new condition. $ 45.00, ($119.00 
new)

2.Patagonia Mesh Vest Medium size, Grey color Good condition. $20.00

Gary Turri (925) 786-5184 gjturri@comcast.net

985 Industrial Rd., Suite 106 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
800.470.0002
www.californiaflyshop.com
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Directions to 
Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and 
Gun Club: 4000 Dagnino Road, 
Livermore, California.

Exit Highway 580 on North 
Livermore Avenue

Proceed North on North Livermore 
Avenue to May School Road (~2.5 
miles).

Turn right onto May School Road 
and proceed to stop sign at 
intersection with Dagnino Road (~1 
mile).

Entrance to Rod and Gun Club is 
directly across intersection

We meet at the Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and Gun Club (directions below) 
on the first Thursday of every month except July and August at 7:00 PM.

www.coleman.com www.cabelas.com


